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Deena Sheppard, Enforcement Specialist 
United States Environmental Protection Agency - Region 5 
Superfund Division SE-5J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
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Facsimile: (219) 937-1524 Se1ves: • 
Harold Abrahamson & Jolm P. Reed 

Facsimile: (2 I 9) 937-3 I 74 Se1ves: 
Scott R. Bilse & Jonathan E. Hahn 

In re: Request for Information Pursuant to Section 1 04( e) of CERCLA regarding the 
Gary Development Landfill Site located at 479 Cline Avenue, in the City of Gary, 
Lake County, Indiana. · . 
CERCUS ID No: IND077005916 

Dear Ms. Sheppard: 

I am the attorney representing Commercial Waste Systems, Inc. ("Commercial Waste"). By 
way of introduction, Commercial Waste, (also formerly known as Home Sanitation) is a small 
family owned company founded by Ronald Venema. Since Mr. Venema's passing, the company 
has been operated by his wife Thelma Venema, and his daughter, Amy Wellman. Commercial 
Waste has been a paper recycling company since the mid 1970's, and not involved in the 
collection or disposal of"municipal solid waste". Commercial Waste, in addition to paper 
recycling, was involved, on a very small scale, in the hauling and disposal of construction and 
demolition roll-off containers, a practice which the company ceased in the early 1990's. Home 
Sanitation, the predecessor to Commercial Waste, was a small local trash hauler that serviced 
residential and commercial accounts with the removal of general refuse, or municipal solid 
waste. 

I have spoken at length with Ms. Amy Wellman, the General Manager of Commercial Waste 
Systems. Ms. Wellman has stated, unequivocally, that neither Commercial Waste nor Home 
Sanitation has ever been in the business of the hauling or disposal of Hazardous Waste(s). In 
point of actual fact, Commercial Waste and Home Sanitation had, back in the late 1980's, been 
brought into an action regarding the disposal of Hazardous Waste(s) in a lawsuit styled as "6500 
Industrial Highway Group, and Unincorporated Association v. K.A. Steel Co, et al., Civil Action 
No. H89-0282. From what I can gather, Commercial Waste/Home Sanitation was/were named 
in the above-entitled suit based upon some bills of lading supplied to Commercial Waste/Home 
Sanitation by the plaintiffs. However, the bills oflading were altered by hand in an apparent 
effort of commit some sort of ruse. "Union 76 Oil Company" was scratched off of the bili of 

mailto:aralawfinn@aol.coin


- ---
j 

,., c: 



lading and the word "Home" was written in its place. Apparently someone took the handwritten 
word "Home" to mean Home Sanitation. I have attached these alleged bills oflading for your 
review as a part of Exhibit A 

Based upon this "evidence", Commercial Waste/Home Sanitation was voluntarily dismissed 
from the suit in 1991. (See Exhibit B). Thereafter, and in December of 1994, Commercial 
Waste/Home Sanitation was again named by the EPA as a potentially responsible party 
regarding contamination at the Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois, Inc. site in Gary, 
Indiana. (The same site referenced in the above-entitled 1989 lawsuit). In response to the 
inquiry of the EPA in 1994, Commercial Waste sent the correspondence attached hereto as 
Exhibit A as its response, along with the Affidavits enclosed therein. Thereafter, and on March 
13, 1995, EPA sent the correspondence attached hereto as Exhibit C. Exhibit C is a certified 
letter from EPA stating that Commercial Waste may not be a potential! y responsible party, and 
that Commercial Waste would be notified if additional information became available. Suffice it 
to state that nothing else was ever received. 

Your Request for Information states that "EPA believes that Commercial Waste possesses 
information that may assist the Agency in its investigation of the site." Being that we are a very 
small company, and that we do not haul or dispose of Hazardous Waste, it will be especially 
difficult to provide any relevant information for your investigation. In addition, the Gary 
Development Landfill site opened some 36 years ago and closed some 23 years ago. The 
company simply does not have records dating back that far related to the Gary Development 
Landfill. We do not even possess accounting records dating back to the time in question. 

I am apprehensive to answer the Information Request found in Enclosure 6 because virtually the 
entire request asks questions about Hazardous Waste, which we do not handle. I am aware that 
we have a duty to answer your requests, and to do so quite promptly. This is a duty neither 
myself nor the company take lightly. However, if you could share with me any information you 
have concerning Commercial Waste or Home Sanitation contributing to the issues at the site, it 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

~ 
.A'fm P.Reed 
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lnnovo7ive .Recycl_ing 

P.O. BOX 435 
CROWN' POiNT 
INDIANA 46307 

(219) 769-7M4 
(312) 842,768_1 
FAX (219) 662-0918 

Hs_. Gyn:th_ia N. K~wakami 

A~.sj:s·tant R~gi onal Counse 1 
o.iflc~ ~f Regi~nal CQunsel 
Reg·i.on 5. . ··.· . 

_..... ·, 

December 6, 1994 

U.$. Environmental Protection Agency 
c_s,..29A 
77.We~t Jackson Blvd. 
Chica~o, IL &06Q4-3590 

RE: Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois, Inc. Site, 
Gary, Ir:tdi,~na 

Dear Cynthia: 

Thank-you fo~ taking the time to speak with me on several 
occasions regarding the above-mentioned matter. As indicated in 
our conversations, I believe that Commercial Waste $ystems/Home 
Sanitation was mistakenly brought into this matter by the 6500 
Industrial Highway Group and request that our company be 
dismissed from the pursuant matter as soon as possible. In 
support of this request for dismissal, I have given a very brief 
history of the facts (noted together in this letter and the 
attached documents), have attached copies of the "linking 
documents'' from your office which we received through a FOIA 
request, as well as three affidavits and a copy of ·our dismissal 
from the 6500 Industrial Highway Group vs. K.A. Steel suit. 

As a brief background, Commercial Waste Systems is a small 
local paper company in the business of recycling. Prior to 
Commercial Waste Systems, Home Sanitation was a small local trash 
company which serviced both residential and commercial accounts 
for the removal of general refuse, one of which was the CCCI site 
in Gary. Commercial Waste Systems/Home Sanitation was first 
brought into tl1is matter by the 6500 Industrial Highway Group in 
1989 and was dismissed in March of 1991. At that time, we 
dutifully explained what our current and prior company did, and 
also explained that neither our current company, nor the former 
company, had ever been in the business of hauling hazardous 
substances or waste. Hence, we requested docllmentation 
supporting the 6500 Group's dllegations. 

EXHIBIT A_ 



The 6500 Group produced the same bills of lading which our 
company received from your office through the FOIA request. 
These bills of lading, which are attached, have Union 76 Oil 
Company's typewritten name scratched out and the name Home is 
written in place with what looks like a felt tip pen. In 
addition, these bills of lading state Lemont, Illinois, as the 
shipping point and CCCI of Gary, Indiana, as the destination 
site. However, at no time did Commercial Waste Systems or Home 
Sanitation ever ship, act as carrier from, o~ do business in 
Lemont, Illinois. 

At that time, in support of these facts, 1 drafted two 
affidavits, one from my father, Ronald E. Venema, owner of 
Commercial Wast~ Systems/Home Sanitation, and one from.Art Davis, 
former CCCI ptant manager. T~ese affidavits were provided to the 
650~ Group in 1990, and our company was subsequently dropped from 
the litigation. A copy of each affidavit previously mentioned is 
attac~ed to this correspondence. 

In addition, since 
attached an affidavit 
Commerc.ial Waste Systems, 

my 
from 

father is 
myself, 

now deceased, I 
as general manager 

attesting to these facts. 

have 
of 

In sum, based on the supporting documentation and facts in 
this matter, we would appreciate being dismissed from this case 
as soon as possible. If I may be of any further assistance to 
yourself or any other member of your office regarding this 
matter, I may be reached at the above-mentioned number. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Amy J. Wellman, Esquire and 
General Manager 



ATTACHMENTS 

A. EPA's Linking Documents to Commercial Waste Systems/Home 
Sanitation 

B. Affidavit of Ronald E. Venema 

C. Affidavit of Arthur E. Davis 

D. Affidavit of Amy J. Wellman 

E. Dismissal of Commercial Waste Systems/Home Sanitation in 
6500 Industrial Highway Group vs. K.A. Steel 
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AFFIDAVIT OF RONALD E. VENEMA 

I, Ronald E. Venema, named as a defendant in the matter of' 

Q..2_QQ_lrrfh!~t!':i:~l.J:Lighwal:~Qro@_y~_,__IL ... A-=--~t~£l, hereby declare' t_he ·.' 

following: 

.1. I, Ron~ld E. Venema is owner and operator of Commercial 
·'Waste Systems Inc, , h,ereinafter referred to as CWS. 

2. CWS, and its predecessor, Home Sanitation Service, have 
been in operation' since-·;'1<964. Home Sanitation Service, as cws I 

prede,cessor, was .in o.Pe:t'ation from 1964 to 1977. 

3. From 19£4 to 1977 CWS' primary source of business was to 
·service several thous~nd residential accounts in Lak~ County, 
Indiana, for wee-kly removal of household refuse. In addition to 
the residential accourit~, CWS also serviced approximately 100 
commercial accounis in Lake CountY for similar removal of general 
refuse. Such accounts incl~ded restaurants, supermar~ets, retail 
stores, and small manufactur~rs, with one of those being 
Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois, Inc., of Gary, Indiana, 
hereinafter referred to as CCCI. 

4. Since 1977, and to the pr~sent date, CWS' enterprise has 
consisted of brokering paper stQck. corr'ugated and computer print-

. r,.ll' 

out, fro~ commercial sites to recycling mills. 

5. During the time thai CWS servi6ed CCCI, approximately 1965-
1977, CWS was contracted to (1) pick-up general solid waste 

·material for disposal at the Gary City Dump, and (2) transport 
detinned steel scrap fr6m M&T Chemical Corporation of East Chicago, 
Indiana, io the CCCI sit~ in Gary. . -:· 

6. At no time did CWS transport, handle, or engage in any 
activity whereby ha~ardous substances were brought to or disposed 
of· at the CCCI site. 

Wherefore, I attest that the 

and to the best of my knowledge. 

B 
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_STATE OF INDIANA ) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

Before me, A Nota~.y Public in and for said County and State, 
did personally appear ~onald E. Venema, who acknowledged the 
execution of the foregoing Affidavit of Ronald E. Venema. 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial seal, this 26th day of March, 
1990. 

'~d ' -Jf.k_"'___/ 1/fcr: l-It_ Q ( .· · e-ltu_ o I.__ .c!'.:.:::O_ ----.,------------- _____ .£__ -~- ( / 

Commission Expires: c.-2- I q- q L/ Notary Public 
Lake County, Indiana 
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AFFIDAVIT OF ARTHUR E. DAVIS 

I, Arthur E. Davis, pertaining to the matter of 65QQ 

following: 

1. I, Arthur E. Davis, was the Plant Manager for Conservation 
Chemical Company of Illinois, Inc., hereinafter referred to as 
CCCI, of Gary, Indiana, from .July, 197.3, to June, 197~~-

2. While I was the plant manager for CCCI my duties included, 
but were not ljmited to, the overseeing of all commercial vehicles 
either bringing materials into or leaving with materials fr7m the 
CCCI site. 

3. During my employment at CCCI I knew of Ron~ld E. Venema 
and his business Home Sanitation Service. Home Sani.tation Service 
serviced CCCI in that Home's trucks picked-up general sol.id waste 
and trash for disposal. 

4. At no time during my employment at CCCI did Home 
Sanitation Service transport, handle, or engage in any actJ.vity 
whereby hazardous substances were brought to or disposed of at the 
CCCI site. 

Wherefore, I attest that t~e foregoing is true and accurate 

and to the best of my knowledge. 

~; ;,.- ~~· I l_b. , Cl/ , 

----- 2~~.c.~c:;_~-~- .. -~;;-_£~~ c :~ 
Arthur E. Davis 

STATE OF INDIANA ) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

Before me, A Notary Public in and for said County and State, 
did personally appear Arthur E. Davis, who acknowledgAd the 
execution of the foregoing Affidavit. 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial seal, thjs 26th day of March, 
1990. 

__ JfiLt.~u2...-:....M.U-Li.tl-C::1.~L~9 /'-
Commission Expires: Notary Public 

Lake Cou nt.y, Indiana 

c 
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AFJ:<,IDAVI'l' OF AMY J. WELLMAN 

I, Amy J. Wellman, whose place of employment is named in the 
mat~er of Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois, Inc. Site, 
Gary, Indiana, hereby declare the following: 

1. That I am the current general manager of Commercial 
Waste Systems. 

2. That my predecessor in this position was Ronald Venema, 
my father and employer. 

3. That as an employee and family member I have intimate 
knowledge of both Commercial Waste Systems and Home Sanitation. 

4. That Commercial Waste Systems is a smal~ local paper 
company in the business of recycling, and its predecessor, Home 
Sanitation, was a small lo~al trash company which serviced both 
residential and commercial accounts, one of those accounts being 
the CCCI plant in Gary, Indiana. 

5. That during both my 1 if et i me and employment by 
Commercial Waste Systems, I·know of no occasion where Commercial 
Waste Systems or Home Sanitation was involved in the 
transportation of hazardous material personally or in our 
company's records. In addition, to this date, neither'Commercial 
Waste Systems nor Home Sanitation has ever shipped, acted as a 
carrier from, or done business in Lemont, Illinois. 

6. That Commercial Waste Systems was named in litigation 
regarding the aforementioned matter by the 6500 Group in 1989. 
In response to the 6500 Group's allegations, I researched this 
matter and was the representative for Commercial Waste Systems. 
As such, I drafted the attached affidavits for both ny father, 
Ronald Venema, and CCCI's former plant manager, Art Davis. 

7. That subsequent to our providing the 6500 Group with 
Ronald Venema's and Arthur Davis' affidavits, and the 6500 Group 
giving no explanation why the name Home name was written on the 
side of the scratched out name of Union 76 Oil Company, 
Commercial Waste Systems/Home Sa11it~tion was subsequently dropped 
from the 6500 Group's litigation. 

Wherefore, I attest that the 
and to the best of my knowledge. 

VICTORIA MARCINOV 
NOTP.RY PUBLIC, Lake County, Indiana 
Mf Commir.!;icn E,.;:rim:; t<•;v-:moar 23, 1991 
Residnnl (;l Lal;e CouniJ', trodt<:U'Ia 

foregoing is true and accurate 

/ (_..-,\ ( 
Crav:;l'>/--u 1-L~~-----

i..._.·· 

Amy J. Wellman, Esquire and 
Gene~al Manager, 

Cormnercial Waste .Systems 
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UNITE.E> :STNTES· DISTRICT COURT 
.. • ,·· .·.•. -:· ........ \.

1 ·.'fi.(\' ... : • 

NORTHERN IDfES-TR~€T O.F INDIANA · · · .. - HAMM:6Nn· DIVIS. ION · 

6500 INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY GROUP 
~11:. yry:~~.¢.~;~.9:~~-t'e.d';~-~s s_dq;ia·~:i}'n; 

Plaintif.f. . . . . . . -~ 

FILED 
f ·J n R 1 .. 1 u -· 1 
.... ' ~; J~ . 

vs. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CIVIL ACTION NO. H89-0282 

K. A. STEEL<~~., et al, 

ORDER 

This matter is be.f.crre the Court on Plaintiff's Notice of 

Dismissal. Upqn con~id~r~tion and the Court being duly advised 

I'T IS HEREBY ORDER:EP, ADJ{JD6ED AND DECREED that the 

De(en<;lants, CQ_MMERCIAL ~vASTE SYSTEMS and JENSEN-SOUDERS & 

ASSOCIATES, INC., be and hereby are DISMISSED without prejudice. 

SO ORDER:EB this /~771, day of March,· 1991. 

" 

EXHIBIT _B__ · .. 



UNITEB STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NOS'J]HERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 
.... , .HAMMOND D.IVISION 

:.= J .1 . ''-' ' :I u ! i.!.::. 

' 1f]? 1 

65Q,0 ·J:Nl)U$TR;IAL HIGJ:i·WAY GROUP I 
a:n I!J;t~p.c.o:+'i.P.G,:f.C.ate .. cr, A~se>c.iation 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

lilt;HAtW E. f!1'11Muc~S, CLEl-1:;~ 
U.S- DISTRICT COURT 

I\IORTHERN GISTR!CI OF INOIAN!l 

·. · .. :·". . : . . 

·.· .Jua:int·if.t' 
.. :·':,'!'•·.··~·: .. ': . , ··.· · ....... , •:.' I 

vs. CIVIL ACT~ON NO. H89-0282 

K. ·A,~ ~;sa~E-EL eo. ···:·< .. ~) :} /.···~~-.~y·:.· ·' . I e·t al . <; •. -r 
··.:. ;-· 

• De,fendants . . _:: :.-;·.:t.~>r ... ·. ;-.· ...... . 

N0TJ::CE OF DISMISSAL .. : ~c·· , ..... ····: .. =: -~ .. ·t ... 

Comes npw the Plaintiff, 6500 INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY GROUP, an 

Unirl<;::,qrpora:t~d P:ssocia-tion, by and through its attorneys, Burke, 
.· ' . . ~ ·, 

Nurph.y, Costan,zC!. Cuppy, by David K. Ranich and give notice of 

the dismissal qf Defendal)tS, COMMERCIAL WASTE SYSTEMS and JENSEN-

SO~DE?S & A$SOCIATES, INC. None of the above-referred Defendants 
'· 

hav~ {ile:d an a!1st:Y:er O·:t; a motion for summary judgment, and 

pur'¥.~~n.t to Rule 4l(a) (1) of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure, notice is her.e;by given that the Defendants, COMMERCIAL 

WAS'rE $Y~TEMS a11d JENS~J;:_.I:{-SOUDERS & ASSOCIATES, INC. are dismissed 

witl;lq~.t pr:ejuqice. 

.Respectfully submitted, 

BURKE, MURPHY, COSTANZA & CUPPY 
ktt0rneys for Plaintitf 

cag.o Avenue 
East Chicago, IN 46312 
(219). 397-.2401 

1 
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CERTIFTCi\TE OF SERVICE ............ _, ...... , ...... , .. 

I herel;>.y cer-tify tha-t on the I --f~ 
~ day of March, 1991, I 

sery_~G. _a true an<;I complete copy of the attached pleadings or 
.< ·....... ' ' . 

papeir?. ·upoD ~a.c-[.;1 par:ty or attorney of record listed in the 
. . ... ·\,. · ... ·:.~-'. . .. :;.:.:_.-: . . 

' ... ·. . 

~~-1=:-<j:~h·Ef.<:l s~_:i;'jyi9:e ~i?:t by depositing same in t[le United States 

mai.l ip enyeJ_qpe~.-.p,:pop~_r;ly addressed to each of them, and wi'i:t1 
. .:- ' ·,. . .· . . . ·. ~· ·; .•.. .· .· . . 

stJ.::f~~;~~c:A:~e~'~. ·f,ir.s.>t;c:-;~Jia;;~·9 .. Pc;?·siti;lg,_E? affixed. 
'. ·,./ 

·.,·.· 

~t'\;v,I _ ' )< ~ W :t CH 
--. )7' · · .. 'v. Chicag.o Avenue 

·-:E~~st c-hicago, IN 46312 
. (2_.19) 3·97-2401 :: .. ·· .. ··: . 

2 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

MA.R 1 3 1995 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
RE:I'URN RECEIPI' REQUESTED 

Amy J. WelllTBil 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

Esquire and General Manager 
Commercial Waste Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 435 
Crown Pt, IN 46307 

RE: Conservation Chemical Carpany of Illinois, Inc. Site 
Gary, Indiana 

D=ar Ms . WelllTBil: 

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

HSE-SJ 

After a review of available information, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has determined that your carpany TIE.Y not be a 
:pJtentially reS:pJnsible party under CERCLA, in the Conservation Chemical 
canpany of Illinois, Inc. rratter. At this time your carp3Ily is being rerroved 
fran the list of potentially reS:pJnsible parties, however, should additional 
information becorre available, U.S. EP~ will notify you. 

Please contact Cynthia Kawakami of the Office o"f Regional Counsel at (312) 
886-0564, or Linda Beasley, Enforcement Specialist, at (312) 353 - 2071, if 
you have any questions. Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this 
rratter. 

Sinp;ly, 
. -le c 10_ _;__ 

Ric C. Karl, Chief 
Erre:rgency & Enforcement Response Branch 

EXHIBIT~ ~~ Prmt:d on Recycled Paper 
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ABRAHAMSON, REED & BILSE 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

200 RUSSELL STREET 

HAMMOND, INDIANA 46320-1818 

Deena Sheppard , Enforcement Specialist 
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Agency- Region 5 
Superfund Division SE-5J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
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